
Jonathan Walter Medders
October 27, 1982 - October 7, 2017

Jonathan Walter Medders. Champion for Christ. Optimist for this World. Loyal
Friend. 

 Jonathan Medders left this world peacefully in the early morning hours of
Saturday, October 7, 2017, just three weeks before his 35th birthday. He is
survived by his parents, Thomas and Lois Medders, of Birmingham, Alabama;
two older sisters, Lisabeth Vining (Wayne) of West Blocton, Alabama, and
Lorilee Medders (Gary) of Boone, North Carolina; and one older brother,
Timothy Medders of Birmingham, Alabama; and a host of other family and
friends. Jon is preceded in passing by his grandparents, Thomas Glover and
Hardie Davis Medders, Margaret Hubbard Medders, Frank F. Oden, and
Dorothy Lindeman Oden; and his older brother, Thomas. 

 Jon wanted his family and friends to know his work here is done. He has
traveled around the corner, just beyond our line of view, to be with God, and to
catch up with family and friends who traveled there ahead of him -- some of
whom he has not seen in some time and others he is just now meeting for the
first time. (Imagine! He is now joyfully sharing conversation with CS Lewis and
JRR Tolkien!) His journey takes him to a wonderful place where music,
laughter, love and peace are assured. Our gentle giant is hugging and getting
hugs, being silly, and praising God without thought of deadlines or results. Jon
is wholly restored and resting in joyful awe in the arms of God. 

 In his earthly life, he loved sharing ideas about the important stuff, and could
be found talking and listening on any given day about life’s purpose and our



meaning to one another in it. He felt life deeply yet was able in large part to
live it playfully. Jon made friends of strangers and was always ready with an
understanding smile or hug for someone who needed it. Even as his body
began to attack itself, Jon’s spirit remained steadfastly in God’s hands.
Trusting God’s purpose for his life, he spent his energy enjoying and sharing
in the fullness of the Spirit with those whose lives he touched. Whatever he
did, he did it well, yet regardless of what he was doing – reading, writing,
cooking, ministering, singing, counseling – he did it with a playfulness that
hinted at the inner joy with which he lived. It is not that he never felt sad.
Entrusted with large doses of empathy, Jon experienced deep sadness at
times. Yet his faith always led him back to a playful spirit that spilled over and
blessed us all. 
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. (Jeremiah 29:11).
Jon has moved into his future, no longer holding to hope, but instead to the
Hand of God. 

 Join Jon’s family and friends for a Celebration of Life & Resurrection Service
at McCalla Memorial Funeral Home Thursday, October 12th, 2017 at 12 pm,
with a viewing period at 11 am (4780 Letson Farms Parkway, McCalla,
Alabama, 35111). The Graveside and Committal Service will follow
immediately at Ada Chapel – Stewart Cemetery (12540 N. Scotsville Road,
West Blocton, Alabama, 35184). In lieu of flowers, please donate to the ALS
Association – Alabama Chapter (webal.alsa.org).



Cemetery Details

George W. Stewart Cemetery
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Libby Burns - November 01, 2017 at 08:40 PM

Libby Burns lit a candle in memory of
Jonathan Walter Medders

Louise & Jerry Roberts - October 12, 2017 at 04:53 PM

Louise & Jerry Roberts lit a candle in memory
of Jonathan Walter Medders

October 11, 2017 at 04:50 PM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Jonathan Walter Medders.

https://www.mccallamemorialfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mccallamemorialfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Janelle Bauer - October 10, 2017 at 07:32 PM

The beauty of being the baby of the family is you get away with a
ton more than the others ever did. I remember little Jonathan,
getting in the car to go to big brother Tim's Little League game,
wearing only socks, no shoes. I pointed out the socks and his mom
said, "Oh Jon, your church socks." If only they had been everyday
socks! 
 
Jon was a lovely addition to our family, and he brought a sense of
wonder and joy to us all. May we each take more time to laugh and
tell big stories like Jon did. 

  
Love, 

 Cousin Janelle

Renee Holcombe - October 10, 2017 at 10:36 AM

Unfortunately, I didn't know Jon on this earth. I was looking for
another obituary and saw his beautiful face and wanted to read
about him. I will certainly be looking forward to meeting him in
Heaven. What a wonderful life he lived in just 35 years. What an
inspiration to us that must continue to fight our fight! My thought and
prayers are with you as you continue life without him for a short
time. Sincerely, 

  
Renee' Holcombe 

 Oak Grove, AL


